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ally held beyond Jordan: it is not marked on any map. The
Jericho ford was never very important. There were some little
Crusader castles on its Syrian side.
The whole history of the Crusades was a struggle for the
possession of these castles: the Arabs were never dispossessed of
Aleppo, or of Hamah, or of Horns, or of Damascus, and so they
had all possible routes open to them: they had unlimited resources
to draw upon, as soon as the Mesopotamians had recovered Urfa
(Edessa), which the Crusaders could not hold on account of its
isolated position (Euphrates 10 feet deep, 150 yards wide, very
rapid, & often flooded, much difficult hill thence to Seruj, &
even nearer Edessa) and the shiftiness of the Greek Armenian
population, who were allies, at times, but fighting men not at all:
more harm than good usually. The native population of Syria
very much sympathised with the Arabs, except the Maronite
Christians & the Armenians; and news travels amazingly in
the East: so that the Latins were more often surprised than not.
Any counter stroke in the nature of ambush against the Arabs
was impossible, since half their people were spies. Then in the
hills above Safita lived the Assassins (Haschishm) sometimes at
war with the Arabs, more often confederate, and linked with them
by an Orontes-bridge at Shaizar (Kalaat Seidjar), They could not
attack Tripoli because of the 'Gap' castles (see before) and
Markab (Margat) a huge fortress north of Tartus (another strong-
hold) : but they could and did hold Antioch in check from the
South, while the Aleppines pressed on the Iron Bridge, and the
Greeks and Arabs attacked by Alexandretta & Beilan & Bagras
(the two last big castles). So Antioch could only just hold its
own, and the Tripoli castles, and when Damascus (Noureddin)
joined with the north, and added Egypt, Syria was ringed round.
The battle of Hattin was lost in an attempt to relieve Tiberias,
the second of the great 'gap' fortresses, Banias (the first) was lost
about 1150. For most of the occupation the Latin sphere of
influence was limited to their castles: the peasantry paid them
taxes, & wished for the Mohammedans to come: and come they
very often did, to plunder such Christian villages as were left*
So far as one can see they spared the Mohammedans, Latin
Syria lived on its fleets.